
YOU’VE HIT OPTIMAL BRAIN-
WAVE PATTERNS. ALSO,
YOUR DREAMS WERE
STATISTICALLY WEIRDER
THAN 87% OF USERS LAST
NIGHT. 

Hey Tina, how
did I sleep last

night?

NUTRIENT OPTIMIZATION
COMPLETE. YOU’RE NOW
POWERED FOR COGNITION AND
PRODUCTIVITY.

GOOD MORNING, RHEA. RISE AND SHINE...
OR RISE AND GRUMBLE - BOTH OPTIONS
ACCEPTABLE .

Haha, thanks!

Just enough time
to drop in on Mia
before I head to

work

Ooh, you
chose drinks

by the
moonlight?
Love it.

Thanks. By the
way, Mom’s been
asking about you.

Please tell me
you’re visiting

soon.

CHAPTER 1

SYSTEMS
CHECK



CUE EMOTIONAL WELLNESS AMPLIFIERS? 

No, I’m good.
You can sleep
for now.

INSIDE THE OFFICE...



Hey there! You’re
early. We’re testing
the ambient forest

theme this week. What
do you think? 

It’s... calming, I guess.
Though I doubt any

amount of birdsong’s
going to fix those

burnout stats.

At least, it’s better
than last week’s

carnival theme. Every
time I walked past a
clown, it kept asking

me to smile more. Ugh! 

C’mon, we have to get
to the meeting.



Employee motivation
scores have dropped

another 3.7% this
quarter. How are our

other metrics?

Engagement in VR
retreats is plateauing.
No one's logging into
the new Wellness

Simulation.

We need to design a
new wellness

experience - it needs
to be immersive.

People need to feel
alive. 

Alive? That’s rich
coming from people
who haven’t left their
chairs in a decade.

Hey, at least it’s not
another productivity

booster.

They’re not just
ticking boxes. The
numbers are quite.
bad. People are

slipping.



Thanks for coming
with me, guys. I

would've hated to
make this journey

alone.

Still can’t believe
your Mom lives in
a place without

signal.

I’ve never been
outside coverage.

Does it… itch?

Hi!! I’m so glad all
of you could

make it. Come on
in.

CHAPTER 2

UNPLUGGED



Rhea tells me you’ve
been unplugged for
years. So you really
live like this? No AI?

No haptics?

I work with a rural
learning lab. We build
learning experiences…
without interfaces.

For kids?

Kids, adults. Anyone
who wants to feel
something real again.

She thinks AI doesn’t
“understand” texture.

Did I tell you she
paints without the

auto-correct brush?

It’s cute, I guess. But
what’s the point

really?

Yeah, like what’s the
point to painting or
poetry when AI can
make better stuff in

seconds?

There’s a point to
doing things badly.

Especially if it makes
you feel… you.

You’ll see.

Did you guys say you
wanted to step out?

It’s a fine day.



BACK AT HOME...

Wow, mom. I didn’t
realise you had such a

huge collection of
stamps! They’re so

beautiful.

They were my
window to the world,
back when travel
meant imagination.
Every stamp came

with a story



Want to play a game
of chess? I can’t

seem to remember all
the rules though. That’s alright. We can

make them up as we
go along.

LATER THAT DAY...

Are you guys thinking
what I’m thinking?



CHAPTER 3

A FEELING



Maybe it’s not about
doing something new.
Maybe it’s about doing

something... real.

Real like what? Like…
walking into a forest
that isn’t a theme?

BACK IN OFFICE..

Yeah. Something
unsimulated. Something

that makes us feel how
we felt yesterday. 

Then, the question we
need to answer is:

What’s something we
would still want to do

even if AI does it
better?

Maybe draw something
without AI auto-

correcting every
stroke.

Maybe make
something imperfect...



Singing off-key. With
actual voices. No pitch

correction

Walking a path you’ve
never scanned

before. No map, no
markers

Or reading an actual
book. Page by page.
No implant, no instant

download.

No metrics. No
tracking. Just... doing.

IN THE MEETING...

We keep optimizing
joy. But maybe joy
doesn’t like being

optimized.

Maybe the answer isn’t
more simulation or

control- maybe it’s play. 

Messy, unpredictable,
real play. Doing

something you enjoy,
that allows you to be in

a state of flow. 



We already have AI-
generated hobby

simulations.

 What’s the outcome
metric? And

unoptimized, you said?

I don’t get it. So you
want to take people

backwards?

No. 

We want to take
them back inward. 

Well. I think this idea
has potential. Why
don’t you make a

prototype and then
we’ll take a call?



CHAPTER 4

THE
PROTOTYPE 







Well.. looks like this
could work. Let’s build

it up.

This graphic novel was created as part of the AI Futures Fellowship 2025 supported by
Jaaga, Gooey.AI, and MEWS. 

I used to think play had
an expiry date. But
now I know - play

evolves. And so do we. 


